THERE'S TREASURE INSIDE

“ollowed, holding gold ornamented umbrellas. Countless servants carried
20ld vessels. The horses and the carriages they pulled all shimmered in gold.

Wearing gold was not reserved just for the king and his court. The Khmer
believed that each human body was a shrine. Wearing gold was an act of
worship, a way of adorning the temple of a person’s spirit. So, people deco-
rated themselves with as much gold as they could afford. Gold rings were
worn as pendants, on fingers, and even on toes.

In preparation for the afterlife, the Khmer were dressed in gold after they
died. Yet the spiritual significance of jewelry led to its annihilation. The
Ehmer wore their jewelry to their cremation pyres, and in that intense heat,
most of it was destroyed. For this reason, rings like ours that survive today
were discovered mostly in hidden caches, secreted away within temple walls.

The Khmer reigned from the 8th century until 1431, when Angkor was
fnally defeated by the Siams. Periods of extreme drought and flooding fol-
lowed. Angkor’s remaining inhabitants were slowly forced to abandon the
giant city and migrate elsewhere. The great city of Angkor eventually be-
came quiet. The jungle and its strangler roots steadily grew, working their
way up, over and around the abandoned city walls. Over the next three cen-
turies, the once mighty city of Angkor was slowly swallowed up until it was
hidden from the outside world.

On the eastern shore of what today is Vietnam lived a small but per-
sistent maritime culture know as Champa, dating back to the second cen-
tury AD. You can see a picture of our ring from Champa on the following
page. Champa was made up of savvy self-governing and independent
regions. These people held tightly to their culture and forged a resilience
through mutual cooperation. Together they prioritized their independence
and devised ways to dissuade and defend against invaders and outside
influences. Because of this, through the ancient ages, and even during
most of the reign of the Khmer empire, the Champa culture was able to
retain its independence. While the Khmer conquered the other regions
around them, the Champa were almost always successful in their de-
fense.

Still, after many failed attacks by the Khmer and others, a part of the
Champa region eventually succumbed to Khmer rule in 1145. Yet this vic-
tory for Khmer lasted only two short years, before the Khmer found it pref-
erable just to return home. Then, in an unexpected twist, the Champa
planned revenge. After a year of quiet preparation, the Champa navy set sail
and successfully attacked and defeated the mighty city of Angkor. The
Champa maintained control of the massive city for four years, before finally
leaving the Khmer capital. The Champa returned to their homes and were
never bothered by the Khmer again.



